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P R O G R A M 
Prelude Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
Choir and Bands 
Selections performed by Wind Ensemble and Concert Bands Mary Beth McCarthy, Conductor 
Selections performed by the Chamber Choir James Priovolos, Ph.D., Conductor 
Processional Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
String Orchestra 
Pomp and Circumstance from Military Marches op.39, no. I Edward Elgar 
(Please rise as the graduates enter and remain standing for the Pledge of Allegiance.) 
Pledge of Allegiance Jonathan Peter Koch 
President, Student Council 
Welcome - Reflections on This Day Emily Zhao 
Member, Class of 2008 
Reflections on IMSA Josue E. Pernillo 
Member, Class of 2008 
Introduction of Commencement Speakers Luis Nunez, Ph.D. 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Commencement Address Arden L. Bement, Jr., Ph.D. 
Director, National Science Foundation 
Presentation of the Class of 2008 Eric McLaren, Ed.D. 
Principal 
Acceptance of the Class of 2008 Glenn "Max" McGee, Ph.D. 
President 
Presentation of Diplomas and Medallions Luis Nunez, Ph.D. 
Glenn "Max" McGee, Ph.D. 
Presentation of Candidates Chantel Ashley Miller 
Member, Class of 2008 
Martin Ahm Kim 
Member, Class of 2008 
Recessional Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
Wind Ensemble and Concert Bands 
The Stars and Stripes Forever John Philip Sousa/Mark Hindsley 
GRADUATION MARSHALS 
Members, Class of 2009 
Brian Chang 
Cati Crawford 
Julie Eagle 
Opeyemi Kusoro 
Martina Pillay 
Anne Pipathsouk 
Nick Rock 
Melcolm Ruffin 
(Please remain in the Theatre until all graduates and staff have exited.) 
T H E W O R L D H A S T A K E N N O T I C E 
O F I M S A S A C H I E V E M E N T S 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy® (IMSA) has become one of the world's leaders in developing talent and 
leadership in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 
The Wall Street Journal named IMSA among the top 40 public and private college preparatory institutions in the world 
for placing graduates in U.S. Ivy League and highly selective colleges and universities. 
Newsweek included IMSA among the "Public Elites" in its list of 19 public secondary educational institutions with the 
highest ACT and SAT scores in the nation. 
The New York limes named IMSA among the top two dozen educational institutions in the nation that regularly 
produce finalists in the prestigious Intel Science Talent Search. 
Student Inquiry at IMSA is one of only 15 science education models in the nation to be featured in the National 
Science Teachers Association book, Exemplary Science in Grades 9-12. 
IMSA's innovative Student Inquiry and Research Program has enabled students to earn numerous awards and recognition 
from national and global competitions including the American Junior Academy of Science at the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, High School Mathematical Contest in Modeling (HiMCM), Intel Science 
Talent Search, International Physics Olympiad, sanofi-aventis International BioGENEius Challenge and Siemens 
Westinghouse Competition. 
IMSA students have authored and co-authored articles for distinguished publications such as Biology of Reproduction, 
Learning and Leading with Technology, Molecular Ecology Resources, Nature, Neuroscience Research Communications 
and The Science Teacher. 
As undergraduate and graduate students, IMSA alumni receive numerous academic, research and leadership accolades 
including Fulbright, Marshall, National Science Foundation, Rhodes, Truman and Siebel Scholarships. 
IMSA's highly accomplished alumni are forging new frontiers as nationally recognized scientists, entrepreneurs, policy 
makers and leaders in other fields. Business Week, Forbes, Fortune, Good Morning America, The Wall Street Journal 
and Webby online achievement awards featured IMSA grads for their creation of blockbuster technological applications 
that improve the way we live, learn and work. 
As a resource for the people of Illinois, the Academy serves thousands of educators and students in Illinois and beyond. 
IMSA's award-winning statewide programs include teacher professional development in research-based and practice-
proven instruction in mathematics, science and technology. The Academy's statewide programs also ensure that young 
students, particularly the underserved, have opportunities to excel in mathematics and science. 
IMSA's models of teaching and learning are recognized abroad. Delegations of educators from countries including 
Australia, China, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Netherlands, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand come to IMSA to 
study curriculum and instruction models. 
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The accomplishments of the Class of 2008 are too varied and numerous to list all individually. Below is a snapshot of this 
past year (as of May 6, 2008) which gives you a picture of their remarkable achievements. Many other students also received 
awards in statewide humanities, mathematics and science venues. 
Academic, Cultural, Technological and Scientific Olympics (ACT-SO): 
Silver Medal Winner, National Competition: Perry Bradford 
Advanced Placement National Scholar: Yuyang Bai 
Advanced Placement Scholars with Distinction: Yuyang Bai, William Boldridge, Steven Cai, Kyle Schirmann, Ryan Wang 
Advanced Placement Scholars with Honors: 9 seniors 
American Invitational Mathematics Examination: 12 seniors qualified 
Group Achievements: 
HiMCM international High School Mathematics Contest in Modeling, National Outstanding Paper Award: 
William Hahne, David Nai, Adam Novak, Parker Schmitt 
Lorax Environmental Club, Recipient of the Governor's 2008 Green Youth Award: 
Gokila Pillai, Vernie Noble Redmon IV 
Math Team, 1st in Illinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics (ICTM) State Contest: 
Stephanie Bian, David Chang, Je-ok Choi, Tiernan Evans, Jennifer Iglesias, 
Scott Ogilvie, Sharon Zeng 
Solo Ensemble Contest, Superior rating at the IHSA State Organizational Contest: 
Outstanding Performance of the Day Award: Kevin Schmidt 
Science Olympiad Team, 5th in State: 
4th place in Oceanography: Yangbo Du 
Illinois Junior Academy of Sciences Winner: 
State IJAS poster competition, Gold Medal: Forrest Iandola 
Intel Science Talent Search Semi-finalists: Steven Cai, Zexi Fang, Jagannath Nayak, Emily Zhao 
John H. McEachern, Jr. Exemplary Service Learning Award Winner: Sonny Song 
Knight Family IMSA Scholarship Winner: Andrew Gentile 
Mary Van Verst Love of Science Scholarship Winner: Sophia Pilipchuk 
National Achievement Finalists: 2 seniors 
National Merit Finalists: 42 seniors 
National Russian Essay Contest: 20 seniors received medals overall in the second round of judging for the advanced 
level at the Pushkin Institute in Moscow. 
Gold Medals: Marilyn Blasingame, Eric Hultgren, Cody Morrow, Jeffrey Narkis, Bharat Vaitla, Emily Zhao 
Silver Medals: Mivil Abraham, Philip Kuo, Sabine Tegura 
Siemens Westinghouse Competition Semi-finalists: Steven Cai, Jagannath Nayak, Birce Onal, Sarah Shareef, Evelyn Wang 
U.S. Physics Competition Semi-finalist: Je-ok Choi 
This class has contributed more than 35,000 hours to the citizens of Illinois in a variety of ways: tutoring, mentoring, 
teaching, as well as volunteering in medical centers, senior citizen and youth centers, police and fire departments, schools, 
libraries and museums. This is equivalent to 875 weeks or 16.8 years of service. One hundred hours of community service are 
required for graduation. Special recognition to: Kaitana Valdez Allen, 566 hours; Sulochana Mutha, 503 hours; Michael Paik, 
446 hours; David Nai, 425 hours; Theodore Atwood, 402 hours. 
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Megan Harper Abel 
Palatine 
Mivil Mohan Abraham 
Chicago 
Adenike Abimbola Adubifa 
Bourbonnais 
Olubunmi Hope Ajayi 
Oswego 
Amy Elizabeth Allen 
Springfield 
Kunj B. Amin 
Bolingbrook 
Eric Christopher Andoe 
Sheridan 
Ryan Joseph Angelotti 
Sugar Grove 
Neal Garcia Ansani 
Evanston 
Theodore Michael Atwood 
Tinley Park 
Yuyang (David) Bai 
Naperville 
Neelam Gopinath Balasubramanian 
Sycamore 
Julia Marie Balto 
Chicago 
Kirk Andrew Baly 
Wilmington 
Rachel Lynn Banke 
Shabbona 
Phoebe Colleen Lyman Barkan 
Champaign 
Taylor Anne Barnes 
West Dundee 
Ralph G. Bartley 
Lansing 
Ivette Laureen Hayes Bekker 
Bloomington 
Allison Elaine Bergin 
Mt. Morris 
Monica Bhattacharya 
Makanda 
Stephanie M. Bian 
Naperville 
Meagan Angela Biwer 
Lemont 
Marilyn Alice Blasingame 
Belvidere 
Nitin Lakshman Bogulla 
Mount Zion 
William Clifford Boldridge 
Oswego 
Nikolaus James Bonarek 
Winfield 
Perry Sa Lee Bradford 
Elgin 
Lauren Jane Breckenfelder 
St. Charles 
Michael James Bryniarski 
Homer Glen 
Steven Benson Cai 
Naperville 
Alisha Danielle Caldwell 
Park Forest 
Luis Miguel Cano 
Aurora 
Marsha Cyndi Cansler 
Olympia Fields 
Li-Yan David Chang 
Naperville 
Winnie Cheng 
Oak Lawn 
Shiva Chirumamilla 
Hickory Hills 
Lorraine Cho 
Woodridge 
Seong-Ah Cho 
Macomb 
Je-ok Choi 
Chicago 
Lindsey Ann Choi 
Glenview 
Joshua L. Cote 
Winnebago 
Crystal Ann Croyl 
Shabbona 
Katie Jo Cruppenink 
Georgetown 
Matthew Dean Dabaco 
Palos Park 
Hamidah N. Damulira 
Bellwood 
Jillian Rose Davenport 
Wadsworth 
Bryan Richard Denig 
Bartlett 
Paul William Dienhart 
Oswego 
Jeffery Ding 
Hoffman Estates 
Connor Murray Dismer 
Rock Island 
Colin Louis Dodson 
Marissa 
Jessica Phyllis Dong 
Naperville 
Tianyu Du 
Bolingbrook 
Yangbo Du 
Dunlap 
Grace Carol Dudlicek-Bright 
Homer Glen 
Sena Akua Dzakuma 
Effingham 
Tiernan Louise Evans 
Belleville 
Audra Renee Ewert 
Capron 
Marissa Marie Fandel 
Pekin 
Zexi Fang 
Naperville 
Karissa Faith Fernandez 
Marion 
Chelsea Fu 
St. Charles 
Rima Jitendra Gala 
Chicago 
Maribel Galvez 
Cicero 
Leslie Anne Garcia 
Round Lake Beach 
Kelsey Kaynatti Gee 
Carol Stream 
Daniel Jefferson Geiger 
Aurora 
Andrew Marcus Gentile 
McHenry 
Marissa Simonne Ghant 
Bolingbrook 
William August Hahne 
Bull Valley 
Frances Mei Liu Hardin 
River Forest 
Heather Renee Heikes 
Quincy 
Tyce Christian Herrman 
Verona 
Kenneth Levi Higa 
Hampshire 
Morgan Brittney Hodge 
Lacon 
Geoffrey Wade Hotchkiss 
Bolingbrook 
Eric Nels Hultgren 
Peoria 
Forrest N. Iandola 
Pearl City 
Jennifer Marie Iglesias 
Aurora 
Elizabeth Chinelo Ikejimba 
South Holland 
Ankit Jain 
Vernon Hills 
Sonali Jayakar 
Naperville 
Joe Lamar Jeffries 
Aurora 
Jorge A. Jeria 
St. Charles 
Efrain Jimenez 
Chicago 
Jeremy Delon Johnson 
East St. Louis 
Justin Christopher Johnson 
Aurora 
Kristina Sue Johnson 
Sheridan 
Colin James Johnston 
Bristol 
Michael John Kaminski Jr. 
Round Lake Park 
Sarah Sun Kang 
Lake in the Hills 
Monica Lynn Kao 
Bloomington 
Denise Elizabeth Karabowicz 
Batavia 
Seely Andrews Kaufmann 
Sycamore 
Yousif Arthur Kelaita 
Schaumburg 
Jae Ku Kim 
South Elgin 
Martin Ahm Kim 
Roselle 
Eileen A. King 
Oak Park 
Jonathan Peter Koch 
Tremont 
Ekaterina R. Kononov 
Buffalo Grove 
Jessica Marie Kroll 
Burlington 
Michael J. Kuchenbecker 
Channahon 
Philip Charles Kuo 
Naperville 
Kerry Ann Lasswell 
Washburn 
Francis Edmund Lawrence Jr. 
Lisle 
Ju Yeong Lee 
Rockford 
Shelton Chi-Lai Leung 
Northbrook 
Sarah Eugenia Lightfoot Vidal 
Carbondale 
Ranjani Logaraj 
Aurora 
Tianyin Luo 
Chicago 
Alex Yue Ma 
Naperville 
Aaron Paul Macy 
Charleston 
Jacob Fuller Maloney 
La Grange 
Ronald C. Martin 
Park Forest 
Kyson Joseph Mathieu 
Jacksonville 
Sylwia Magdalena Matlosz 
Elmwood Park 
Angela Dominique McByrd 
Phoenix 
Michael Ross Mclnerney 
Champaign 
Anita D. Mehta 
South Barrington 
Continued on back page 
Jessica Leigh Meismer 
Washburn 
Chantel Ashley Miller 
Piano 
Nicole Marie Milliron 
Yorkville 
Vineet Mohanty 
Naperville 
Cody Aaron Morrow 
Springfield 
Liam Martin Mulcahy 
Orland Park 
Sulochana Kumari Mutha 
Naperville 
John Andrew Myrda 
Elmwood Park 
David W. Nai 
Gurnee 
Sammy A. Nammari 
Bartlett 
Jeffrey Robert Narkis 
River Forest 
Jagannath Sam Nayak 
Elmhurst 
Luke Lundstrom Nelsen 
Springfield 
Adam Matthew Novak 
Naperville 
Scott Michael Ogilvie 
Sleepy Hollow 
Birce Onal 
Champaign 
Joseph Simon Ou 
Naperville 
Michael Jeesup Paik 
Naperville 
Sandeep Paruchuri 
Hinsdale 
Anoop Kishore Pasupuleti 
Geneva 
Karan S. Patel 
Macomb 
Janelle Marylee Peifer 
Dana 
Josue E. Pernillo 
Lansing 
Lisa Aileen Peterson 
Elgin 
Rachel Ellen Picher 
Elmwood Park 
Sophia Patricia Pilipchuk 
Chicago 
Gokila Pillai 
Peru 
Priyanka Prakash 
Wheaton 
Fae Stephanie Rabin 
Piano 
Anastasia Ana Rahlin 
Morton Grove 
Amar B. Rana 
Naperville 
Gouthami Gudur Rao 
Glendale Heights 
Vernie Noble Redmon IV 
Carterville 
Meredith Jean Rhein 
Fairview Heights 
Andrew Jeffrey Ritchie 
Ottawa 
Shawna Jean Roberts 
Lake Villa 
Gloria Lauren Robertson 
Flossmoor 
Jason James Rock 
Peotone 
Jonathon P. Ronchetti 
Coal City 
Vincent Jack Rossi 
Tremont 
Ellen Marie Ryan 
Dallas City 
Ashima Sarup 
Naperville 
Kyle Lindstrom Schirmann 
Lake Zurich 
Kevin Charles Schmidt 
Glen Ellyn 
Parker John Schmitt 
Winnetka 
Alexis Victoria Sellars 
Yorkville 
Sarah Jabeen Shareef 
Peoria 
Hyun Soo (Luke) Sheen 
North Aurora 
Alan Michael Shen 
Darien 
Bo Shi 
Algonquin 
Gaurav Singh 
Naperville 
Sara Marie Augustyn Sloan 
Lacon 
Russell Dean Smith 
Washington 
Karen Ling-Ling Song 
Salem 
Sonny Yuan Song 
Mount Vernon 
Daniela Michelle Spencer 
Chicago 
Jacqueline Pearl Steffen 
Moline 
Angela Yeon Suh 
Inverness 
Sabine Tegura 
D wight 
Lacey Ann Thomas 
Joliet 
Robert Patrick Tdl Jr. 
Verona 
Shobha Ravindra Topgi 
Palatine 
Sarah Clare Trevor 
Algonquin 
Timothy Hong Kiet Truong 
Chicago 
Thiran Udawatta 
Tinley Park 
Ashwin Raj Ugale 
Woodridge 
Bharat Vaitla 
Chicago 
Kaitana Kristina Valdez Allen 
Bolingbrook 
Evelyn Ruth Wang 
Naperville 
Mary Tian Xin Wang 
Vernon Hills 
Ryan Yuan Wang 
Woodridge 
April-Hope Wareham 
Lombard 
Robert N. Washington Jr. 
Harvey 
Patricia Charlotte Whittaker 
Chicago 
Alyssa Lara Winans 
Downers Grove 
Kai Yang 
Peoria 
Siyao Ye 
Peoria 
Valerie Anne Young 
Elsah 
Oleh Zaychenko 
River Grove 
Sharon Zeng 
Mundelein 
Francisco Javier Zepeda 
Chicago 
Brandon Zheng Zhang 
Fox River Grove 
Jing Zhi Zhang 
Vernon Hills 
Jun (Jenny) Zhang 
South Elgin 
Emily Zhao 
Chicago 
Sandrine Zilikana 
Dwight 
Special thanks to the IMSA Fund for Advancement of Education for underwriting tbe use of the Paramount Theatre for Commencement. 
The need to understand how the universe works is fundamental to human nature. It is also essential for safely 
managing the human future; but foolishly, we have designed a society based on science and technology in which 
hardly anyone understands science and technology. This is a clear prescription for disaster. 
Our future depends on producing and encouraging highly competent, ethically responsible young scientists, 
as well as a much greater scientific literacy in the general public. 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy in Aurora, Illinois, is dedicated to meeting this challenge... 
It is a gift from the people of Illinois to the human future. 
Dr. Carl Sagan, 1934-1996 
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